THE PRINTED BOOKS

books printed in the British Isles, and also for English printed abroad
up to and including that year. The result, "the 1640 Catalogue,"
was published in 1884, in three volumes, the third including indexes
of printers, titles and (very usefully) of classes, such as poetry, drama,
herbals, etc. The titles in the Catalogue were taken over from the
General Catalogue, with some expansion of title and imprint. The
indexes give bare reference to headings, and are usable with
difficulty.

The Catalogue is long out of date, large later additions having
been made to the collection, but a new edition is hardly worth while
in view of the Bibliographical Society's Short Title Catalogue of 1927,
a union catalogue covering the same field for a large number of
libraries.

Catalogue of booh in the Library of the British Museum printed in England,
Scotland and Ireland^ and of booh in English printed abroad, to the
year 1640. 3 vols. 1884.

15. EARLY FRENCH, SPANISH, PORTUGUESE AND
ICELANDIC BOOKS
In the following year the titles for Icelandic books from 1578 to
1880 (the collection of the earlier part of which was founded by
Sir Joseph Banks's gift), were picked out and issued rather incon-
veniently in the same folio form as the General Catalogue.
The 1640 Catalogue of 1884 was the first of a series. So early
as 1848, in evidence before the Commission of that year, a desire
had been expressed by Carlyle for special catalogues of the Museum's
books, so that one could buy them and consult them at home, a need
which the printing of the General Catalogue had certainly not filled.
Not only do portable octavo special catalogues answer the purpose
of such students as Carlyle; they enable gaps to be readily found and
filled by comparison with auctioneers' and dealers' lists. But for this
and for the essential of portability such full titles as those in. the
1640 Catalogue are not needed. The following volumes, therefore,
are short-title lists, and they have no indexes. But they follow the
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